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Dia dhaoibh go léir,  

I would like to thank Cumann na dTuismitheoirí for the opportunity to address the AGM 

tonight. I’d like to begin by thanking Yvonne as Cathaoirleach, Gillian as Leas-

Chathaoirleach, Brenda as Rúnaí and Susan as Cisteoir for all their hard work on your 

behalf and on behalf of the students and the school as a whole over the past twelve months. 

When we had the AGM last year on the 5th of November I don’t think any of us really 

expected to be having this year’s meeting via Googlemeet and to say that the officers and 

Cumann na dTuismitheoirí in general went over and beyond to keep the show on the road 

doesn’t adequately capture the efforts of everyone involved – the Board is deeply 

appreciative of your contribution over the past twelve months. I’d also like to acknowledge 

the huge level of support the school receives from the members of the Board of 

Management, Múinteoir Edel as Principal and Secretary to the Board, Múinteoir Mairéad as 

the Teachers’ nominee, Liam and Olivia as Parents’ nominees, Canon Eugene as the 

Trustee’s nominee and Tara Walker and John Halpin as Community nominees – their 

service to the school ensures that every aspect of the governance of the school is in keeping 

with the regulations as laid down by the Department of Education and is faithful to the ethos 

of the school as a Catholic school under the patronage of the Archbishop of Armagh as well 

as promoting the school’s core mission to promote the Irish language as the medium of 

instruction and engagement with all aspects of school life.  

 

Throughout the past twelve months the Board has been kept busy in responding to the 

unprecedented nature of the pandemic as it affected the running of the school and their 

support has played an important part in ensuring the school provided the students and staff 

with a safe and secure learning environment when schools were open for in-person learning. 

While these regulations and protocols may have caused some inconvenience to parents, 

students and staff from time to time they did ensure and continue to ensure that our school 



is a safe place where teaching and learning are allowed to be effective and focussed on the 

needs of the children. The Board has also been engaged in reviewing or setting up reviews 

of various policies such as the anti-bullying policy, child protection policy, the regular Health 

& Safety review, looking at our Ethos and launched a significant School Self-Evaluation 

process towards the end of the last school year. Thank you to all the parents who 

contributed to this review and I can report that your contributions, as well as those of the 

students, the staff and the Board members have now informed an on-going process of 

school self-review which began with the return to school in September. As with all processes 

of self-review and improvement it is only as good as the contributions made by all 

participants so I want to reiterate the Board’s appreciation of the many constructive and 

positive comments and observations made by the parent body which will continue to feed 

into what is an organic and evolving process. 

 

I would also like to thank the parents for their contribution to the campaign to have the road-

safety concerns in the area around the school brought to the attention of Drogheda 

Corporation which resulted in an upgrade to traffic-calming measures over the summer. A 

special word of thanks is also due to Mayor James Byrne, a past-pupil of the school, for his 

interest and support in getting these measures across the line. 

 

Before I finish I would like to pay tribute to Múinteoir Edel for her calm and steady presence 

at the helm of Soil Aonghusa – there is a picture hanging on the wall in our house with the 

caption “The Boss may not always be right, but she’s always the Boss!” and not that I would 

dare to even suggest that Múinteoir Edel could ever be wrong but we all know that the buck 

stops at the top and it’s often a lonely place when the burden of responsibility ultimately 

ends at her doorstep; so go raibh míle maith agat Edel and hopefully the year yet to unfold, 

our 41st year as an exemplar of all that is good in the lives of our young people, will be closer 

to what we all long for, a steady return to normality and defined by achievement in the 

classroom, on the stage, on the sports fields and beyond.    

Go raibh maith agaibh. 


