
 

 

 

CCB Cumann na dTuismitheoirí 2021 

18 Deireadh Fómhair 2021 

Aitheasc an Chathaoirligh- Yvonne Walsh 

Fáilte 

Ba mhaith liom fáilte mhór a chur roimh gach duine anseo anocht chuig Comhdháil na Bliana 

de Chumann na d’Tuismitheoirí Scoil Aonghusa.   

Tá an-áthas orm an oiread daoine a fheiceáil ar Googlemeet anocht! 

Bhí bliain ghnóthach ag Cumhann na dTuismitheoirí ag eagrú imeachtaí agus tiomsú airgid 

don scoil.  Pléifimid agus roinnfimid leat le linn an chruinnithe. 

********************************************* 

Aitheasc an Chathaoirligh 

I have two daughters in the school in Rang a trí and naíonán sinsir.   

Last year was my third year as Chairperson of the Parents Council, and again what a year it 

has been, little did we know that we would be still living with Covid.  We are still a relatively 

new family to the school just like some of you here tonight may be attending an AGM for 

the first time.  Attending parents’ council meetings helps parents meet other parents from 

your child’s class and to hear more about the school community and understand what a vital 

part the Parents Council plays in the school community.    

The Parents Council typically meets once a month.  All meetings last year were conducted 

via Zoom including last year’s AGM. 

Our first meeting this year was held in person, socially distanced, with Múinteoir Edel, 

School Principal and Liam Harbison, Treasurer of the Board of Management to review the 

Parents Council financial accounts and the Board of Management’s financial statements.  

Susan Carr, Treasurer of the Parents Council and Gillian Burke Faulkner, Vice Chairperson of 

the Parents Council also attended.    



 

 

The next scheduled Parents Council meeting will be by Zoom on Thursday November 4, 

2021, this later in the year than normal, it was decided that getting children back to school 

safely and under the current circumstances took priority.  Future dates for virtual meetings 

will be posted on the school website. 

The Officers of the Council consists of myself as Chairperson, Vice Chairperson Gillian Burke 

Faulkner, Treasurer Susan Carr, Secretary Brenda Matthews and the National Parents 

Council Representative, Sinead Townsend.  The overall Committee has 11 committee 

members in total.  

There are also two parents nominated by parents who serve on the Board of Management, 

Liam Harbison, and Olivia Kierans.   

 

In the school we pride ourselves on our sense of community, the school being the Board of 

Management, the Parents Council, the children, the staff of the school and every 

parent/guardian in the school, even grandparents are included!  One of the standout 

moments for me last year was the success of the annual Christmas raffle which was because 

of the generosity of parents, local businesses and kind donations of prizes which helped us 

fundraise enough funds to purchase 12 Chromebooks for the school.  The school now has 

Chromebooks for an entire class to use which eliminates the need to share.  Last year the 

Parents Council purchased a trolley to store and charge the Chromebooks. 

The Parents Council works hard to fundraise for the school.  If we want our children to have 

anything extra and for the school to run as well as it does, funds need to be raised by the 

Parents Council.  All money we raise all goes back directly into the school.  We transfer 

funds twice a year, as per best practice, to the school.  We vote as a committee what we 

would like the money raised to be spent on in consultation with the Board of Management.   

The annual Christmas raffle is the school’s biggest fundraiser.   With Covid we had to 

organise the raffle differently instead of seeking donations of prizes from local businesses 

who suffered closures during Covid it was decided to purchase vouchers from these local 

businesses who would have normally donated prizes. We wanted to give back and provide 

support to local businesses who supported the school over the years.  A letter was also sent 

out to parents asking for any prize donations for the raffle.  We received very generous prize 

donations from parents and from Drogheda Credit Union.   We organised raffle cards to be 

printed which were circulated to families in the school.  Way2Pay was used to purchase the 

tickets which made collecting money much easier.  As we were in lockdown and couldn’t 

make visits outside of our households, families purchased tickets for the raffle, therefore all 

the winners were children and families in the school.  The raffle was held socially distanced 

under the awning outside. 



 

 

We decided as a committee that the money raised by the Christmas Raffle would be spent 

on technology for the school.  As mentioned already the school purchased 12 Chromebooks 

from the Funds raised from the Christmas raffle. 

Gillian Burke Faulkner submitted a request to Tesco Community Fund on behalf of the 

school and received a €500 donation which was very welcomed as we had limited options to 

fundraise during the year. 

The school have a permit for an annual flag day, the third Friday in February.   Unfortunately, 

while under Covid restrictions we were not able to hold an annual flag day for 2021.  The 

flag day is a vital source of fundraising which was very much missed this year.  It is not clear 

yet under current restrictions if we will be able to hold a flag day next year, we are currently 

requesting a permit to be prepared. 

The Parents Council also help to organise events for the school.  Covid changed how events 

were run during the year. 

In October we provided Funds to the school to hire an ice-cream van for the last day of term, 

the kids loved it, never too cold for an ice-cream! 

Unfortunately, we were not able to have a traditional Scoil Aonghusa Pancake Day where 

the Parents Council organises to cook pancakes in the halla for each class, hopefully a similar 

event will occur again in the future.  To mark Pancake Day the Parents Council sponsored 

prizes of waffle makers for the best inventive decorated pancakes.  A video of all the 

gorgeous pancakes was circulated to everyone. 

The Easter Bunny also came to every child in the school.  The Parents Council provided funds 

to buy chocolate goodies for the Easter Bunny, this was a great surprise for all the kids!  The 

Easter Bunny even made an appearance! 

This year the school had both Confirmation and First Communion in August.  The 

ceremonies were streamed online for extended families to watch.  Unfortunately, this year 

the usual cupán tae in the halla could not take place after the ceremonies.  Usually the 

Parents Council organise sandwiches, cakes and biscuits for all families and extended 

families to enjoy.   Hopefully, the cupán tae will be back in the future!  

It was unfortunate that again this year the Parents Council could not organise a group class 

photo.  Several photos of pupils and their families were printed in the Drogheda 

Independent and Drogheda Leader. 

Representatives from the Parents Council were part of the change in uniform working group.  

Gillian Burke Faulkner and Danielle Victory and I attending online meetings to discuss and 

plan any proposed changes to the school uniform.  We met with Múinteoir’s Edel and 

Gráinne.  We reviewed all the uniform combinations from local primary schools and sourced 

catalogues from school uniform providers to arrive at a new uniform for Scoil Aonghusa.  A 



 

 

survey of the proposed changes was then sent to parents to vote on, and the Students 

Council also provided their feedback.  The proposal was positively received by parents and 

students alike.  Changes included a white shirt, it was cream previously, navy 

trousers/pinafore/skirt instead of green, navy socks/tights and a new green and gold 

stripped school tie.  The new uniform will be a blended approach for school years 2021 and 

2022 with full adoption from 2023.  The new uniform looks very well. 

The Parents’ Council also provided funding for Rang 6 for some end of primary school 

activities.  We subsidised the purchase school hoodies which the class designed themselves, 

bus travel for a school tour to Clogherhead, the traditional end of year BBQ and Fáinne’s for 

each student. 

In May it was time to organise the book scheme.  This is a huge benefit to families and takes 

away the need to source and purchase books during the summer holidays!  The scheme was 

run like last year. Each family opted into the book scheme by paying a €1 deposit through 

Way2pay then received their book list via e-mail and parents then advised the school which 

books they did not require purchased.  The school’s electronic payment and accounting 

application, Way2Pay was used for parents to pay for their book order.  This removed all the 

risk of handling and collecting large sums of money and made the tracking and accounting 

of payments so streamlined and efficient.   

The Parents Council supply all the other books and readers for a small annual rental fee 

which saves expenses on the back-to-school bill.   

All the books when they arrived from Book Haven to the school were then individually 

labelled, grouped into classed and stored in the leabharlann for the start of the new year.  

Thank you to everyone who helped sort out and label the books this year.  The delivery from 

Book Haven was delayed and arrived the same week as Confirmation and Communion so 

there was very little time before the start of school on September 1st to have the books 

ready.  Thanks to Brenda, Denise, Paula, Sarah, Suzanne, and Sinead.  

A review of all returned rental books was also completed and several books were recovered.  

Thanks to Brenda, Gillian, and Susan for recovering the books.  Funds specifically for books 

are kept in a separate and are available for the school to upgrade or purchase books for the 

library and are available if there are updates to the curriculum.  During the year the Parents 

Council purchased Early readers for the school.  This year there was a change in maths, 

history, and geography books and these were purchased for the book rental scheme. 

At the end of the day, everything we do as a Parents Council is for the children.  The more 

involved you are in the Council the more the children get out of it. The more they see you 

helping around the school the more joy they get out of it.  They understand the value of the 

time you put into the school.   



 

 

We always welcome new members for the Parents Council.  If you would like to get involved 

this year, please let the Deirdre or Múinteoir Edel know, and they will put you in touch with 

members of the Parents Council Committee.  There is also a helpers list if you able to help at 

some events which we may get to organise this year.   

It would be great to have representatives from each class on the Parents Council.   

Reminders for the virtual meetings will be sent prior to the meeting.  Hopefully in person 

meetings will be able to take place this year.  If you have some ideas you might like to come 

to the school with, come to the Council and we can engage with the school.   

Múinteoir Edel comes to all our meetings, and we engage together to come up with new 

ideas and different ways to raise funds and plan events.  This is so prevalent now as 

everything we do needs to be planned in line with Covid-19 regulations. 

Also thank you the Board of Management, especially the parent’s representatives Liam and 

Olivia. To our Vice Chairperson Gillian, our treasurer Susan and Secretary Brenda and Edel, 

school principal, Deirdre the school secretary, go raibh míle maith agaibh!   

Finally, a huge, big thank you to everyone currently on the Parents Council Committee, who 

attended all the zoom meetings and helped fund raise money for the school. Without your 

help we would not be able to achieve as much as we do! 

Thank you all so much for dialling in tonight.  

Táimid anseo le chéile.  Slán agus beannacht. 

Le meas, 

Yvonne Walsh 

 


