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SCOIL Aonghusa Gaelscoil is 
celebrating 40 wonderful years 
at the heart of the communi-
ty in Drogheda and has grown 
from a tiny school with a pas-
sion for our native language and 
culture, to a warm and welcom-
ing place for young people of all 
backgrounds to learn through 
Irish. ‘I really do have the best 
job in the world,’ says Príom-
hoide Edel Ní Bhroin, who has 
been principal of the school 
since 2004. ‘I get to come here 
every day and spend time with 
these wonderful children and 
watch them grow and learn and 
become great human beings!’ 

The children and staff com-
municate through Irish and the 
children learn through Irish. 

‘The boys and girls learn 
in a fun and natural way, by 
being fully immersed in the 
language, using games, rhymes, 
drama and technology, follow-
ing the same curriculum as 
English-speaking schools,’ ex-
plains Múinteoir Edel. ‘One 
of the biggest misconceptions 
is that you must be from an 
Irish-speaking background to 
attend, and nothing could be 
further from the truth’.  

‘Parents do not have to be 
able to speak Irish to enroll a 
child in our school, we are not 
a fee-paying school and we 
are open and inclusive to all,’ 
she adds. ‘The most important 
thing in the world is that the 
children love and want to come 
to school, and the way we en-

sure that is by listening to and 
caring for the children, which 
allows them to do really well in 
their reading, writing, sports, 
music, art, drama and learn-
ing about the world.’ Mighty 
oaks from tiny acorns grow, 
and Scoil Aonghusa Gaels-
coil opened its doors in January 
1981 as just one classroom with 
one teacher. 

That has grown to eight class-
es with twelve teachers and has 
had four different locations 
within the town. The first class-
es took place in Villa Maria on 
Fair Street. Though old this was 
a nice location, and the school 
had a large yard to the rear. 

By the time the school had 
acquired a further four teach-
ers it moved to Bells House on 
Wellington Quay. This was a 
tight space for so many peo-
ple. They soon moved to more 
spacious accommodation in 
Mayoralty Street. 

After eight years there, dur-
ing which time the pupil num-
bers swelled to 200, the school 
moved for the final time. Now 
situated in the heart of the town, 
the school settled in the former 
St Joseph’s School building at 
Sunday’s Gate in 1993, with 
bright and vibrant classrooms 
and has use of excellent amen-
ities within walking distance. 

‘We are so lucky with the 
links we have in the community, 
and daily we use the fields at 
the Boyne Rovers football club, 
as well as a constant stream to 

the Lourdes Stadium a few min-
utes away,’ she explains. ‘Even 
in recent times, the children 
have benefitted from visits to 
the Highlanes gallery, Mill-
mount Museum and workshops 
from the local library, which is 
fantastic for the children.’ 

The buachaillí agus cailíní w
ere top of the class when it came 
to overcoming all the recent 
challenges of the pandemic 
and have even produced and 
published a number of books 
with the help of a local author! 

‘Amelia Tuite and her broth-
er Lewis wrote ‘Fia Fuzzy Fly 
and what happened in But-
terville School’, and they got 
great help from author Ruth 
Campbell, retired Irish teacher 
Caroline Barber, who translat-
ed it into Irish and illustrator 
Rachael Reay,’ explains Múin-
teoir Edel. ‘We always stay in 
touch with our past pupils as 
well, and during lockdown chef 
Tara Walker did a great family 
cook along class with us, as well 
as workshops with local musi-
cian Breifne Holohan on Zoom.’

‘We are very grateful to local 
businesses Aphix Software and 
Protrace for sponsoring our 
girls’ new football kit’, adds 
Múinteoir Edel. 

The sense of community in 
the school is one of its unique 
qualities and the pupils and 
staff are all looking forward to 
meeting up again and celebrat-
ing this wonderful milestone 
together as soon as possible.

A modern, vibrant school, with tradition at its heart
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